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            Mason City garage fire thought to be caused by space heater


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                The Mason City Fire Department was fighting a fire as the sun rose last week in Mason Cityâ€” containing the flames with no injuries, according to a press release.Â  

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            2 months after school shooting, Iowa town is losing its largest employer as pork plant closes


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                Tyson Foods will close a pork plant in Iowa that employs 1,200 people and eliminating the largest employer in Perry, where there was a school shooting in January.

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            Mason City Democrat Jeremy True announces candidacy for Iowa House District 59


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                Jeremy True (D), has filed for the House District 59 seat held by Sharon Steckman. Steckman will retire at the end of her term.Â 

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            Claire's to close in Southbridge Mall, citing development delay as reason


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                Claire's Accessories in Southbridge Mall will close by the end of March.Â 

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            Where Iowa, Iowa State, UNI and Drake basketball land in the latest NET rankings


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                See how each of Iowa's four Division I basketball programs fared in the latest NET rankings.

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            High School Girls Wrestling: Layla Phillips looks back at state title and other accomplishments


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                Friday March 8 was Layla Phillips Day in Mason City. 

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            High School Boys' Basketball: Three North Iowa players named to IPSWA all-state teams


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                North Iowa area basketball players Thomas Meyer of Clear Lake, and Lake Mills duo Lance Helming and Aiden Stensrud were named to Iowa Print Sports Writers Association all-state basketball teams. 

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            Iowa's Joni Ernst to seek No. 3 Senate GOP position


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                Ernst currently is the chair of the Republican Policy Committee, the No. 4 spot in the caucus.

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            Crooks scores 25 as Iowa State beats top-seeded Oklahoma 85-68 in women's Big 12 semifinals


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                Audi Crooks had 25 points, Addy Brown added 16 and fourth-seeded Iowa State romped to a 85-68 victory over top-seeded and No. 19 Oklahoma on Monday. The win gives the Cyclones a chance to defend their womenâ€™s Big 12 Tournament title. They beat Texas for the championship last season and could…

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            College Wrestling: Recap of the Big Ten and Big 12 Conference tournaments


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                Iowa State wins Big 12 title 

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            Memorial Park Cemetery will clean up winter items on April 1


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                Memorial Park Cemetery announced on that winter decorative items must be removed by March 31.Â  

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                    

                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            Photos: Southbridge Mall in its heyday


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                Southbridge Mall opened May 23, 1985, to both fanfare and controversy. The project was saddled with issues with the developer, cost overruns and a labor strike. Hundreds attended the ribbon cutting that day to get their first glimpse of that was hoped to be the pride of Mason City. Here are …

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            Sheriff's Office arrests Clear Lake man after drunken driving crash Friday


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                The Cerro Gordo County Sheriffâ€™s Office responded to a collision Friday evening that resulted in the arrest of a Clear Lake man.Â  

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            Clark sparks No. 3 Iowa's comeback for Big Ten tourney title 3-peat in 94-89 OT win over Nebraska


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                Caitlin Clark overcame a cold start to score 30 of her 34 points after halftime in third-ranked Iowa's rally past Nebraska 94-89 in overtime to win a third straight Big Ten Tournament. Hannah Stuelke finished with 25 points and nine rebounds for the Hawkeyes after they trailed by 13 points i…

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            JENSEN: Waiting for fishing


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                The period between the ice fishing season and the open water season this year is going to be a bit longer for anglers in some areas. Mild winter temperatures shut the ice fishing season down prematurely, and in those same places, open water fishing isnâ€™t real feasible either. Thereâ€™s too muc…

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            Helicopter visit rewards Clear Creek Elementary School's fundraising efforts


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                Clear Creek Elementary School in Clear Lake had an exciting opportunity drop in from above Thursday when the Fort Dodge Life Flight helicopter touched down on the schoolâ€™s campus.Â  

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            YSS of North Iowa unveils $4 million campus remodel


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                The YSS of North Iowa â€” which provides youth mental health services like education, counseling, and stability â€” unveiled its revamped campus with a ribbon-cutting ceremony Thursday afternoon.Â  

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            Mason City announces road closures


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                Beginning Monday, March 11, the Water Utility Division will be closing roads at two locations in Mason City, according to a press release. 

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            Clear Lake PPEL special election results


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                Clear Lake voters have approved a $1.34 per $1000 of taxable valuation for it's Physical Plant and Equipment Levy.

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            City approves Mason City Police Department pay increase


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                The Mason City Council has approved a 3.5% across-the-board wage increase for the Teamsters Local Union 238. The Local 238 is made up mainly of Mason City's police force. 

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            High School Boys Basketball: Late shot sinks Lake Mills in 1A state semifinals


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                Kannon Still's mid-range jumper with four seconds left advanced Bellevue Marquette past Lake Mills in the Class 1A state semifinals on Wednesday night in Des Moines.Â 

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            Sixth-ranked Iowa State escapes No. 20 BYU and finishes 18-0 at home


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                Tamin Lipsey scored 19 points and Curtis Jones added 18 to help No. 6 Iowa State finish the season undefeated at home with a win over No. 20 BYU.

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                    

                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            Photos: Lake Mills vs. Bellevue Marquette Class 1A state basketball, March 6


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                Photos from the Class 1A state basketball semifinal between Lake Mills and Bellevue Marquette. 

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            High School Track and Field: Brownlee breaks two school record in Mason City Indoor


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                In the first meet of the season, Clear Lake's Reese Brownlee already found her stride. 

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            Caitlin Clark and 'Carver North': Iowa looks for third straight Big Ten title in Minneapolis


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                This week, Caitlin Clark put all the scoring records in her rearview mirror. In early April, sheâ€™ll win her second Wooden Award. Between now and then, itâ€™s all about championships.

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            'Double check': Iowa officials on tour to stop scams


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                "A scammer will want to introduce a Threat, they're going want to bring Immediacy, and they're going to ask for Payment," saidÂ Iowa Attorney General's Office Investigator Al Perales.

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            Iowa bill proposes $3M grant program for schools to buy guns, train staff


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                The mail-in process is the first contest since Iowa lost its first-in-the-nation statusÂ 

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            President Joe Biden easily wins Iowa Democrats' first mail-in caucus


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                The mail-in process is the first contest since Iowa lost its first-in-the-nation statusÂ 

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            High School Basketball: Mason City, Clear Lake athletes earn all-conference honors


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                After finishing undefeated in conference play this year, three Mason City girls basketball players headlined the Iowa Alliance North All-Conference team. 

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            High School Girls Basketball: Five area players receive IPSWA All-State honors


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                Five area girls basketball players received IPSWA All-State honors this week.
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            Iowa bill would limit legal cannabis product potency


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                The bill would regulate Iowa's burgeoning hemp industry.

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
                
                

                
            
            
            
                
            
            
        
                 
                                
                    
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            Iowa immigration activists protest against bill to make transporting undocumented immigrants a crime


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                The bill has galvanized immigrant rights activists as it has made its way through the legislative process, along with a few other bills to restrict and penalize undocumented immigrants in Iowa.

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
                
                

                
            
            
            
                
            
            
        
                 
                                
                    
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            Lawmakers looking to recreate long-defunct tax incentives for movies filmed in Iowa


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                Original program shut down in 2009 after funds were misspent.

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
                
                

                
            
            
            
                
            
            
        
                 
                                
                    
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            Capitol Notebook: Bill allowing agencies to bypass state auditor in limbo


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                A panel dismissed an ethics complaint over private school assistance.
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            Haberman breaks down Trump's goals in taking votes away from Biden


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
                
                

                
            
            
            
                
            
            
        
                 
                                
                    
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                    

                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            Biden wins enough delegates to clinch 2024 Democratic nomination


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
                
                

                
            
            
            
                
            
            
        
                 
                                
                    
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                    

                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            Manny Galvez speaks on proposed bill to criminalize "human smuggling" of immigrants


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
                
                

                
            
            
            
                
            
            
        
                 
                                
                    
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                    

                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            Special Counsel hearing turns into a proxy campaign battle
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            2024 Big Ten Tournament odds, preview, picks and promos for Purdue, Illinois & more


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                Check out our preview, picks and favorite promos for the 2024 Big Ten Tournament.

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
                
                

                
            
            
            
                
            
            
        
                 
                                
                    
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            2024 Big 12 Tournament odds, preview, picks and promotions for Houston, Iowa State & more


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                2024 Big 12 Tournament odds, preview, picks and promos.

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
                
                

                
            
            
            
                
            
            
        
                 
                                
                    
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            2024 ACC Tournament odds, preview, picks and promotions for Duke, UNC & more


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                Check out our preview of the 2024 ACC Tournament including odds, picks and a list of the best college basketball betting sites for wagering on the action.Â 

                            

                        
                    
                    
                    
                

            

            

        
                
                

                
            
            
            
                
            
            
        
                 
                                
                    
            
                        
            
                
                    
                
                
                
                
                        

                
                
            

            
        

                    

                
                
        
        
             
        
        
            High School Track and Field: Mason City sets three school records at IATC Indoor


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                Mason City track and field made some noise at the IATC Indoor Championships in Ames on Thursday and Friday. 
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            Special council to testify over Biden documents report; ship with food heading toward Gaza; NFL players on the move | Hot off the Wire podcast


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                ðŸŽ§ Get the latest national, international, sports and entertainment news on our daily podcast.Â 
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            'Star Wars' actor Jake Lloyd receiving mental health treatment


    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                The mother of former "Star Wars" child star Jake Lloyd, who played young Anakin Skywalker in "The Phantom Menace," shares an update on his mental health.
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